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"The enemy had come to destroy, and they carried out their object 
relentlessly. They slaughtered the people without mercy; broke down the 
lemples^and palaces; and wreaked such savage vengeance on the abode 

of the kings, that, with the exception of a few great stone-built temples and 
walls, nothing now remains but a heap of ruins to mark the spot where 
once the stately buildings stood. They demolished the statues, and evei* 
succeeded in breaking the limbs o the huge Narasimha monolith. Nothing 
seemed to escape them. They broke up the pavilions standing on the huge 
platform from which the kings used to watch the festivals, and overthrew 
mil the carved work. They lit huge fires in the magnificently decorated 
feuildings forming the temple of Vitthalaswami near the" river, and 
smashed its exquisite stone sculptures. With fire and sword, with 
crowbars and axes, they carried on day after day their work of destruction. 
Never perhaps' in the history of the world lias such havoc been wrought, 
.and wrought so suddenly, on so splendid a city; teeming with a wealthy, 
and industrious. population in the full plen'titude of prosperity one day, 
and on the next seized, pillaged, and reduced to ruins, amid" scenes, of 
savage massacre and horrors beggaring description," 
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* Fr. . Coutinjao, in his letter of the 17th. July of same year, 1600, 
says: "Although the Kirxg prefers the younger brother (Ranga) who is 
being brought up ia his very palace, nevertheless people say the elder one 
(Tirumala) will be the King, because he is. liked by more numerous and 
powerful chiefs." Ranga then had only the king's predilection m his 
favour; while the right of birth and the esteem of the subjects were on 
the side of Tirumala. 

"As a matter of fact, Fi\ Coutinho in the same letter calls Tirumala 
*the heir of this kingdom'. Again Tirumala .is called. *the crown prince* 
by Fr. Guerreiro in 1604; and Fr. Coutinho once more calls him 'the 
prince' in a letter of 1608, although in the same letter he states that 
Venkata does not want either to name or to hear anybody talk of Tiru- 
mala. Such was the hatred of the sovereign for the elder of his two 
nephews. Thereupon prince Tirumala retired from Seringapatam, as already 
narrated, according to the wishes of Venkata himself .** 

The Aravidu Dynasty of Vijayanagara, 505. 

t "Then the king sent for his robe, valued at 200,000 cruzados, 
the great diamond which was in his ear. which was w.ortb more than 
600;000 cruzados, his earrings, valued at more than 200,000, and his 
great pearls, which are of the highest pirice." 

A Forgotten Empire, P. 224. 
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1. Ferishta, III. P 141. It was probably not long after this event 
that Abdul Wahab, was deputed by the Bijapur Sultan, with a powerful 
.army to take the fort of Karnul. He invested the town, which was then 
governed by the last of its Hindu rulers, Gopala Raja, a grandson of Rama 
Raya ft the Regent ' of Sadasiva This chief stoutly defended the town, 
which was strongly fortified. He was assisted, it is said, by a force sent 
fey his relation the Emperor Venkata. Gopala Raja, however, was 
eventually forced to yield; and he is said to have fled from the town 
through the northern gateway of the fort, still known as 'Gopala Dartu 
waza/ Gopala's palace, even in its present ruinous state, shows to this day 
its ancient beauty and richness, Cf . M. E.-R,. 1915-16, P. 44, Para 26. 

Vide, The Aravidu Dynasty of Vijayanagara,, P. 337 
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